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GENERAL 
MEETING 
MINUTES

MEETING OPENED 1.05 pm

PRESENT	
Gail Stiffe, Leanne Poole, Anne Gason, Helen 
McPherson, Judith Lawler, Jenni Strachan, Antje Bauer, 
Ann Baxter, Jo Peake, Bernadette Towan, Molly Rule, 
Barb Adams, Andrew Prince, Christine Smith, Christine 
Tyrer, Anne Payne, Marie Revill, Jan Marinos, Carole 
Hampshire, Ruthie Scharley, Letty Lawrence, Kathryn 
Ruddick, Molly Rule, Grace Pundyk, Anne Pitkethly

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Molly Rule
Grace Pundyk
Kathryn Ruddick

APOLOGIES
Jenny Longley

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
That the minutes of the meeting held on 7 August, 2021 
be confirmed. 
Moved Helen McPherson   Seconded  Antje Bauer                                    
Carried

MATTERS ARISING

Exhibition
Joint coordination: Judith Lawler, Jenni Strachan and 
Anne Gason
Revised timeline: Monday 30 May – Sunday, 19 June. 
Opening Saturday 4 June. 
Members unable to submit works for previous exhibition 
date have the opportunity to enter until 1 March 2022.  
 
Contact Judith Lawler if you would like to exhibit.  
M: 0418 582 642 E: glawler@bigpond.net.au

PAPERMAKERS OF VICTORIA INC. 
GENERAL MEETING 
 
HELD VIA ZOOM MEETING  
SATURDAY 2 OCTOBER, 2021

PoV COVID POLICY 
In line with the requirements of Darebin and 
Whitehorse Councils and for the safety of our 
members, any gathering held under the auspices  
of Papermakers of Victoria, whether inside or outside, 
will require members to provide evidence that they  
are fully vaccinated (unless with medical exemption).

WATER EXHIBITION
 
FLOW POSTCARD FOR INSTALLATION

Finished size: 6 inches x 4 inches Landscape orientation
Handmade paper preferred but not essential 
May be 3D but no more than 1/2 inch protruding from 
edges of postcard
Maximum of three postcards to be submitted by  
1st March 2022 

PLEASE FORWARD TO:
Jenni Strachan, 11 Cumberland Court, Werribee 3030
or drop off at The Stables once it’s open.

CALENDARS
 
Our calendars have arrived and can be ordered here: 
https://papermakers.org.au/workshop/calendar-sales-2021 
  
You have the option to collect (cost $10)  
or have them posted to you ($13.50) 
 
Thank you to the members of the Papermates for the  
images from “Flotilla”.

CHRISTMAS BOOK SWAP 
 
Each year we organise a miniature book swap where 
you make 6 books and receive 5 books from other mak-
ers in return. If you would like to participate please send 
an edition of 6 small books to: 
Beverly Bennett, 24 Wantirna Road, RINGWOOD 3134 
or phone 9870 6436 by 30 November. 

The books will be displayed at our Christmas meeting.
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Flow postcards: 
Members have the chance to submit one or more A6 size 
pieces (postcard size) on handmade paper, addressing the 
theme ‘Flow’ in the landscape. These postcards need to be in 
landscape orientation. Other mediums permitted on surface. 
These will be pinned to one wall in the Angela Robarts-Bird 
Gallery. Jenni collecting entries from our meetings; the 
Stables; or by mail to: Jenni Strachan, 11 Cumberland Court, 
Werribee 3030. Please put name and email address on back 
of your card, so Jenni can confirm delivery.  
Due date 1 March. 

Workshops
Summary as at 2 October, provided by Leanne
Workshop Guidelines on website. 

Postponed and waiting on new dates:
•	 Papermaking for beginners - Leanne as at 5/9/21 – 3 

signed up and paid, 8 more on wait list. 
Leanne is running a zoom session on 3/10/21 with 
these 11 to provide an introduction to papermaking with 
the intention of following up with workshops when we 
can get back to the Stables. Those that haven’t yet paid 
for the workshop have signed up as members. I didn’t 
want to ask them to pay for the workshop yet since we 
don’t know how far away that is.

•	 Japanese Woodblock Printing – Ema Shin (19/9/21) – 
fully booked (8)

•	 Tshirt and Jeans to Paper – Gail (10/10/21) – fully 
booked (8) 

Upcoming:
•	 Natural Inks and Handmade Brushes - Gail (24/10/21) 

– fully booked (9)This has already been postponed once 
so Gail has run a short zoom session to provide an intro 
and allow attendees to start making some inks at home

•	 Japanese Woodblock Printing – Ema Shin (31/10/21) – 
fully booked (8)

•	 Papermaking with Plant Fibre - Gail (14/11/21) – (1)
•	 Pillow Basket – Paper Weaving – Anne Thoday 

(27/11/21) – (1)

Numbers for Workshops reduced to 8 to account for CoVid 
restrictions, when we have access to Stables.
Paypal and Credit card payment preferred.

CORRESPONDENCE REPORT (copy available on file)
Of note
•	 Burnie Arts Council: Expression of interest received and in 

line for decision. 
•	 Consumer Affairs Victoria: Annual report submitted; 

Secretary appointment confirmed.
•	 Primrose Paper: Email dialogue with webmaster. Ask 

them to promote events, for example exhibition, and 
include links to each other on websites.

TREASURER’S REPORT  (Anne Gason)
As per Treasurer’s report circulated. 

As at 29 September, 2021

Transactions
Total income $665.00  (Paypal $430.00) + (Westpac $235.00)
Total expenses $801.83 (Paypal $333.88) + (Westpac $467.95)

Account Balances
General Account $15,442.05
Paypal Account     $1,127.05
Term deposits      $25,322.81
Grand total          $41,891.91

Current membership is 86 

That the Financial Report be received:
Moved  Anne      Seconded  Andrew                                          
Carried                                         

GENERAL BUSINESS

Stables and BHCAC
Closed due to lock-down. No communications.

Zoom chats 
Thursday evening no longer. 
Bernadette coordinates regular Zoom chat 1st Tuesday in 
the month, time 1pm. Will remain at 1pm but may consider 
changing time due to daylight saving.

Artists Talks
Summary as at 2 October, provided by Leanne:
Since we are currently unable to run workshops, we have 
started providing zoom artists talks free to members fortnightly 
on Tuesday afternoons, alternating with Bernadette’s social 
zooms. As approved by the committee, we are paying the 
artists $100.  This goes some small way to supporting artists 
during lockdown. PoV is financially able to support this at the 
moment. We have been inviting members of Primrose Paper 
Arts and Papermakers and Artists Queensland to attend, 
which I believe has been quite successful. It is fostering new 
relationships between the groups and has led to talk of some 
collaborations. Four of our members have contributed to 
Primrose’s latest virtual exhibition. 

Artist Talks so far:
•	 Liz Powell 31/8/21 – The History, The Landscape, The Print
•	 Jan Coveney  14/9/21 – From Paper to Purpose – a 

brief history of traditional Korean papermaking and its 
uses in today’s modern world

•	 Gail and the presidents of Primrose Paper Arts and 
Papermakers and Artists of Queensland to talk about 
their respective organisations (28/9/21)
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Coming up:
•	 Nicole Kemp 12/10/21 – talking about her Covid Quilt
•	 Barb Adams 26/10/21 – Barb’s books
•	 Further offering, Anne Gason: Use of seaweed.

On-line access to Artists’ talks and demonstrations recordings 
is available. Link communicated following talks.

Website
Three new links on website: Primrose Paper Arts; Artists 
Queensland and International Association of Hand 
Papermakers and Paper Artists  (IAPMA)

Update on Exhibition being worked on. The old Exhibition 
application form has been removed from website. Contact 
Judith Lawler, if you have not entered previously and would 
like to exhibit. 

Social Media
Facebook: 520
Instagram 1524
Leanne would be happy for assistance keeping up with this.

The Deckle Edge
Spring edition published and available on website. Thanks 
to Carole and Dimity. Changed password for Members and 
Deckle Edge: POVshifu21. The next deadline for Summer 
edition is 1 November. 

Papermates
Chris Tyrer reported the group has tried the following 
activities remotely: Gelli printing; Colographs and Collage.

Yabbers
Antje reported the group created Gelli prints and would next 
try Solar printing. Antje has already had good results on 
brown wrapping paper.

Stables Mob
Carole reported on the making of inks, suggesting honey 
could be used instead of gum arabic as a thickener. Next 
activity to be collage making.

Playdays
Not suited to Zoom. Suspended until next year due to Covid 
restrictions.

OTHER BUSINESS

Nepalese pulp 
No word yet. Gail will let group know when becomes 
available.

Moulds and Deckles
Sale of items from Botanical Gardens Craft Cottage: 
•	 6 sets moulds, deckles and sponges, to be priced at $30 set 
•	 2 envelope deckles
•	 2 pairs pressing boards, to be priced at $25 pair
•	 Single board 
Gail has these, postage to be paid by purchaser. Offer to 
Beginners and those at General meeting. Five present at 
meeting expressed interest. 

Calendar 2022 Edition
Gail is prepared to produce calendar. Agreed she should go 
ahead, for sale at $10 each. Photos of boats by Papermates 
to feature. Collect or post. Purchaser pay postage.

Christmas function
Unsure of potential to access Drycraft Studio, BHCAC, for 
Christmas social get-together. Alternatives being considered. 
One suggesion to meet in small groups in parks. In addition, 
something as a group having fun. Leanne is suggesting 
Christmas Trivia Quiz on Zoom utilising break out rooms. 
Members in teams, each team a captain, Gail and Leanne 
Quiz masters. Paper related activities in the background.To 
be pursued.

Christmas Book Swap
Beverley Bennett has offered to run Book Swap again this 
year. Each person makes six small books that can be easily 
posted. Send these books to Beverley at 24 Wantirna Road, 
Ringwood, 3134. Participants receive five books. 

FIVE MINUTE FORUM

•	 Grace seeking someone to make linen paper with her. 
Gail volunteered. 

•	 Andrew volunteered to write article on Gelli Printing.
•	 Judith offered to write up today’s talk for Deckle Edge.

MEETING CLOSED 1.56pm

GUEST SPEAKER
Dave from Paper Go Round. 

NEXT MEETING

Date Saturday, 4 December
Venue TBC
Activity Christmas social.
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PAPER-GO- 
ROUND

 
MEETING PRESENTATION

Our guest speaker at the October meeting was Dave 
Ingham, Managing Director and chief papermaker at 
Paper-Go-Round, situated in Werribee ‘on the other side 
of the highway to the Werribee Zoo’, Dave described. 
With a background of constant travel over ten years as a 
Store Operations and Supply Chain Manager of 33 Duty 
Free Stores- and feeling very jaded- when his wife rang 
one day in 2018 and advised that Paper-Go-Round’s 
founder, David Grey was retiring and the business was for 
sale, it seemed the right time to make a life change. Tarni, 
an accountant and retail manager, had previously started 
an environmentally friendly cleaning business with her 
scientist sister and switched to making seed paper (Seed 
Paper Australia), so the passion was already planted. 
With their son involved as well, Paper-Go-Round is a 
family-run company. The tenet of the business is to use 
methods of the past to ensure our planet has a future.

Started by David Grey in 1985, his aim with Paper-
Go-Round was to help change the world to one based 
on environmental sustainability. Using a single second-
hand truck, he began collecting  discarded paper and 
cardboard to recycle into commercial paper. In the 1990s 
a customer asked whether seeds could be embedded, 
and from this enquiry a successful formula was developed 
and it is now the main paper produced. His seed paper 
was made for each of the Gold medallists at the Sydney 
2000 Olympic Games. Dave added that they continue 
to up-cycle used office paper, along with printer and 
papermill offcuts- amounting to over 100Kg per week!

Most papermakers are keen gardeners and we were 
all interested to know what seeds are used in the 
papermaking process. We were told that they are 
sourced from Australian farms and the seed content meets 
all regulatory content Australia wide (with the exclusion 
of lemon-scented bottlebrush which is not allowed into 
WA or Tasmania). They can also make paper to comply 
with the requirements of other countries and can supply 
documentation. The smaller seed types used are Swan 
River daisy, lemon-scented bottlebrush, thyme, oregano, 
chamomile and forget-me-nots and the larger seed 
varieties are basil, parsley, carrot, wild rocket and lettuce. 
They will do custom types but it takes extra time so it is not 
habitual. When it comes to using the paper for printing 

As the weather warms up and our lockdown eases, it is 
great to get together. The Yabbers had our first face-to-
face meeting in our carport last week and that worked 
really well. I am hoping that by the time you get to read 
this we will have some clarity as to our access to the 
Stables and that we will be able to hold our December 
meeting at Box Hill Community Arts Centre. At the time 
of writing we would be able to have 14 fully vaccinated 
participants but that number should be extended by the 
time of our meeting. We will need to have a booking 
system via our website and I will let you all know when 
that becomes available.

It is our intention to continue with the Tuesday Zoom chats 
on the first Tuesday of the month and with the artist talks 
most likely on the third Tuesday of each month for at least 
the next year. The artist talks have been very popular and 
have been a way to connect with members of other paper 
groups around Australia.  That has led to me being asked 
to write an article for the next IAPMA Bulletin about how 
we have managed in lockdown.  My conclusion was that 
lots of positives have come out of our lockdowns including 
an increase in our membership.

Instead of cancelling our workshops we have decided to 
postpone them and for several of them we have offered 
Zoom introductions. We have restricted numbers in each 
class to eight people so that we can be Covid safe; once 
the Stables become available, we can reschedule. 

I am pleased to announce that Judith Lawler, Jenni 
Strachan and Anne Gason have agreed to work together 
on managing the exhibition, thank you all. Don’t forget to 
get working on your piece/s for ‘Flow’ and if you missed 
out on getting forms in for the exhibition you can contact 
Judith to get a form.

The calendar has been shipped and once it arrives here, 
I will set up the order system on the website and will let 
everyone know. There will also be the opportunity to 
purchase a PoV apron although most have already sold.

I’m hoping that many of you are working on your six 
miniature Christmas books that need to be posted 
or delivered to Beverly Bennett, 24 Wantirna Road 
RINGWOOD 3134 9870  6436 by 30 November.

I look forward to seeing many of you either at our 
December meeting that will be a social affair or at the 
Zoom trivia afternoon that we are planning for Saturday  
27 November for those who can’t get to the meeting and 
those who can too.

TALKING  
PAPER
SUMMER

GAIL STIFFE
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Daisy printed card with seeds. Photo by Dave Ingham.

purposes, inkjet printers give good results with all the 
seeds mentioned whereas Laser printers are best suited 
to smaller seed types. Letterpress gives great results with 
the smallest of their seed types (Swan River daisy) and 
they can supply letter-pressed items using their antique 
Heidelberg Platen Printing Press. Available to purchase 
are cards, postcards, business cards, swing tags and 
packs of 10 sheets of paper (A4, A5 and A6 size). 
Standard paper is a light beige/off white colour although 
small batches of coloured paper (50 to 100 sheets) can 
be made on request. Mould and deckle sets with stainless 
steel staples and mesh are available. Dave makes them 
using the original jigs from David Grey and they are 
made to last. 

The viable life of the seeds depends on the type of seed. 
Bottlebrush and many other Australian natives will last up 
to 5 to 7 years, while most herbs and vegetables last a 
couple of years. To grow the seed paper, it needs to be 
soaked in water until soft then lightly placed on soil and 
then lightly covered with more soil. Water well until seeds 
sprout. Germination should take 7-21 days. The only items 
not made with seed paper are envelopes which could 
sprout en route if they became wet!

To prepare the pulp, 5 kg of recycled paper is soaked 
in water for at least 4 hours. It is then transferred to his 
custom-made beater which is basically a drain pump 
attached to a wheelie bin and pulps for about half an 
hour. The paper making process is assisted by bicycle 
chains, with four large sheets couched at a time. A couple 
of grams of seeds are added to each dip and stainless 
steel measuring bowls are used to top up the pulp after 
each run. Defying COVID craziness, the business has 
grown this year (especially ‘thank you’ cards apparently) 
so investment has been made in more drying rooms. 
Drying is a crucial aspect as it needs to be done quickly 
or the seeds will sprout prematurely! To offset the energy 
requirements for drying, Dave has been involved in tree 
planting campaigns in Rokewood and Adelaide.

Having come from a corporate background, Dave finds 
this new small business life affirming. ‘It feels good to 
give’ he said. Some of the other things they do to make 
our world a better place include Movember, Werribee 
River Keeper, Australian Marine Society, Taronga Zoo 
Conservation, Long Run and Prostate Cancer. Dave’s was 
an uplifting and informative presentation and we look 
forward to being able to visit Paper-Go-Round in the near 
future. 

 
Visit Paper-Go-Round at 
http://www.papergoround.com.au/

JUDITH LAWLER

Paper sheets of embedded seeds drying. Photo by Jenni Strachan.

Wheelbarrow of plants from paper seeds. Photo by Jenni Strachan.



 8   DECKLE EDGE • SUMMER 2021 • PAPERMAKERS OF VICTORIA

Zoom Session 2 saw Sue playfully engaging each of us 
in the process of creating our own mark-making tools. 
Armed with foraged materials, we made unusual brushes 
of animal, vegetable and mineral origins. Anne Gason’s 
sponges were a hit, as was Carole’s horsehair brush. 
Need I mention the extraordinary human hairbrushes 
displayed by Judith and Andrew? Given our lack of 
access to hairdressers during the last few months, it was 
amusing to see how resourceful people had become! 
Bernadette extended her craft kit with casuarina needles, 
Antje incorporated emu feathers from the outback and 
Chris made a brush more resembling a back scratcher 
than a painting implement using a fibrous leaf frond. 
Gail’s felted rod raised an eyebrow and a smile, 
resembling something worn in a New Guinea Sing- Sing. 

Sue demonstrated how we could make a fountain pen 
nib of sorts using a flattened bottle top. Differently 
shaped feathers were yet another possibility for mark- 
making along with fabric remnants turned into dabbers, 
dobbers and flickers. 

The desirability of lovely handles was emphasised, using 
weather-worn driftwoods to quirky sticks and bamboos 
which fitted comfortably in the hand. These implements 
could all be decorated with imaginative bindings at will.

It is hoped that the eager inkers and whimsical brush 
makers will get an opportunity to gather at our Bundoora 
Studio Stables soon. 

Just imagine the extra mischief we will have when we  
finally interact in person together!

CHRISTINE SMITH

The Natural Inks and Brushes class has had enormous 
fun, meeting and making over two zoom sessions in 
lieu of face-to-face contact. With our actual event 
dates postponed several times, we have, nonetheless, 
remained undeterred and we have been quietly making 
progress in our own spaces, whilst abiding by ‘stay at 
home’ Government requirements during lockdowns. 
Thanks to our two tutors Gail Stiffe and Sue Cust for 
rallying us together and inspiring us with their contagious 
enthusiasm and considerable experience. 

Zoom Session 1 was capably led by Gail sharing an 
informative PowerPoint about her work with Natural 
Dyes, Inks and Pigments. In keeping with her Science 
background and inquisitive nature, Gail shared the 
technical results of dye experiments applied to a range 
of textiles including:  silk, wool, wool jersey, linen, cotton 
and paper samples. Substantive dye processes were 
described (in which no mordant is required) compared to 
advective dyeing processes which require a mordant to 
bond the colour in the material. 

Particularly relevant for papermakers was a discussion 
about using pigments, charcoals and ochres, and the 
need for a carrier to be included in the pulp solution. The 
inclusion of a commercial retention agent would serve 
this purpose. Some of the sources of colour with which 
Gail had achieved success included: avocado, onion, 
eucalyptus, myrtle berries, turmeric, and oxalis to name 
but a few. 

Later discussions amongst the group expanded to include 
homemade ink recipes with recommended essential oils 
to act as a preservative. Particularly curious amongst the 
inks were those derived from mushrooms, some of which 
just dissolve naturally when set aside in a jar. 

NATURAL INKS 
& BRUSHES

CHRISTINE SMITH
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Handmade brushes by Christine. Photo by Christine Smith.

Handmade brushes by Judith. Photo by Judith Lawler.

Natural Inks by Carole. Photo by Carole Hampshire.

Composition with handmade brushes & teabags by Christine. Photo 
by Christine Smith
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‘Month’ book from above. Photo by Gail Stiffe.

MONTH:  
A MONTH OF INKS  
& NUMBERS

GAIL STIFFE

What started as a series of experiments using natural inks 
and solar printing became a prizewinning book called 
‘Month’.

On the 8th September we had a Yabbers Zoom session 
and decided to do some solar printing as the activity for 
the month. I was preparing and trying out some inks for 
the workshop that Sue Cust and I are running together and 
decided to try them for the solar printing. I cut three sets of 
numbers out of plastic yoghurt tub lids and started a daily 
practice of making two solar prints using a different ink 
each day. The paper I used was one piece of watercolour 
paper and one of handmade paper from hemp fabric that 
had been retted for about two years then cooked in caustic 
soda before washing and running through my beater. I 
didn’t really expect much from the handmade paper since 
it is so absorbent but I was very pleased with some of the 
results.  

I kept a record of the covid number each day and the 
ink that I used; I should possibly have also recorded the 
weather because the printing may have worked better on 
sunny days. Part way through I started putting a sheet of 
glass on top of the paper and glad wrap, that seemed to 
help too though it did result in quite a bit of condensation. 
Not a great experiment but the book ended up looking 
okay. I could have kept going but decided that a month 
was probably a reasonable timeline.  (Instructions for solar 
printing are on page 16 of the Deckle Edge Spring 2021).

Black tea ink print. Photo by Gail Stiffe.
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‘Month: A month of inks and numbers’ by Gail Stiffe. 
My original thought was to paste the single sheets into a 
concertina but then I decided to make sections and use 
one of my favourite binding styles, Celtic binding. The 
covid numbers started at 220 per day and by the end 
of the month were 1638 edging closer to 10 times. This 
became ‘Month’ my entry for the papercraft competition.

I was pleased to win the papercraft prize for the 
Melbourne Show this year. I was quite daunted to enter 
since it required a 30 second video presentation to be 
posted to Instagram. I did a few practice sessions using 
my computer trying to get the timing right then got Mike to 
film me with my phone. One might say I killed three birds 
with one stone: A workshop sample, a range of papers to 
share with Yabbers and a voucher from Spotlight!

GAIL STIFFE
Peppermint leaves and an iron tablet sunprint. Photo by Gail Stiffe.

Rosehip tea sunprint. Photo by Gail Stiffe.
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Barb Adams’ talk was on Zoom as we still had covid 
restrictions (although out of lockdown, hurray!). She 
apologised to Zoomers that we couldn’t touch and turn 
the pages of her books; she feels the tactile nature of 
handmade books is part of their beauty. To her these 
handmade books are haptic works of art and are only 
fully understood when touched. Her reason for expressing 
herself through books is that she can choose the shape, 
size, colour and feel of each one; thus memories, drawings, 
writings, photographs and fabrics can be bound together in 
a meaningful way. She encouraged PoV members to make 
an appointment to see and touch the books and to bring 
theirs to show her.

She presented her books in categories beginning with 
books made as a collaboration. ‘Reimaging the Seed 
Pod’ was a collaboration with her husband who had 
observed her collecting seed pods. He wrote a poem 
and she responded with a book of drawings, lino prints 
and stitching. She used little windows from one page into 
another plus the transparent page to entice the reader 
further into the book. For this book she did one of my 
personal favourite bindings, stitching over tapes.

Her main objective with the bindings is to have the book lie 
flat when open so that each page is fully visible. Her other 
favourite is the concertina book that stands up on its own. 
One of the problems with handmade books is that they 
can become scuffed when in storage so Barb creates slip 
covers for many of them.

Another favourite binding stitch is the single Coptic one that 
enables the binding of individual works of art on paper. 
She thanked Ann Baxter for teaching her the single Coptic 
binding in a two-day workshop. She was thus able to make 
a little book of Japanese kimonos using windows and 
pockets.

BARB’S 
INSPIRING 
BOOKS

CAROLE HAMPSHIRE

She next presented a book inspired by a workshop she did 
with the American tutor, Velma Bolyard. Velma taught the 
Japanese art of spinning and weaving handmade paper into 
cloth called ‘shifu’. Barb decided to use this new technique 
(new to her, at least, though not to the Japanese) in a little 
book about Healing. The very first page has a frayed edge 
of shifu weaving to represent the rawness of grief but as the 
pages turn the shifu weaving forms a healing bowl and then 
a circle.

Barb has carefully constructed a book for each new 
technique she has learnt thus another of her beautiful 
creations emerged from Sandy Webster’s workshop at Halls 
Gap. Sandy taught the American technique of white-line 
block printing which led Barb to create two lovely books with 
the theme of ‘Cockies’. These noisy birds are real characters 
of the Australian bush (and city at times!) and her books 
capture this. The woodblock is combined with the two books 
in a folder so you can see the development of her ideas.

Workshops provide her with lots of valuable information 
that she may later forget so Barb enjoys creating a book 
specifically to hold this together in one place. Later she can 
refer to these books when returning to a particular practice. 
This is such a good idea and I often mean to write up my 
notes but sadly I don’t get around to it. Next time I will make 
one of these invaluable little books to prompt my memory.
Barb also discussed other categories she enjoyed making her 
books for such as Family history, travel and exhibition themes. 
Personally, I loved her little book for the IAPMA Anniversary 
exhibition ‘Pearl’. Her book was called ‘The Moon hung like 
a Pearl in the Night Sky’, each page with its uneven window 
led through to the next, simple but effective.

Thank you to Barb for sharing her beautiful library of 
handmade books.

CAROLE HAMPSHIRE
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Barb’s neat Coptic binding.

Barb talking about her book ‘Seaside Sentinel’.

Barb’s book about cockatoos with woodblock prints.

Images are screenshots from the Zoom session taken by  
Carole Hampshire, unless otherwise noted.

‘Pearl in the Moon’ book. 

A book of her travels in Greece. 

A selection of books by Barb Adams. Photo by Barb Adams.
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PAPERMATES
COLLAGE
EXCHANGE

CHRISTINE SMITH

For the month of November, an idea was generated that 
each member could create two collage cards and forward 
these small artworks to two other members below oneself 
on the mailing list. 

It was with delight that many amongst us were the lucky 
recipients of small parcels via traditional post. Enjoying the 
work ‘hands- on’ of fellow paper artists was a pleasurable, 
visual, and tactile experience.

Further to this, special thanks should be mentioned of 
Bernadette Towan and Anne Gason‘s extra effort as they 
enabled a slide show over Zoom for Monday the 8th of 
November. This otherwise would have been our regular 
meeting date.

The slide showcase was the culmination of our collage 
exchange, but also making it possible for members to 
view the outcomes as a collective group, chat with each 
other about the creative journey along the way during 
construction and share some very personal stories which 
accompanied each piece of work.

For my part, emerging out of the world’s ‘longest city in 
lockdown’ was a strange period of transition. Lockdown 
6 finally eased after nearly nine fragmented months, 
262 days- but who’s counting?! It was with a mixture of 
relief and some trepidation that Victorians could emerge 
back into a new world of reclaimed freedoms, albeit less 
spontaneity, increased regulations, surveillance and some 
measured, risk- taking. The latter thread of risk- taking, 
subconsciously triggered a heightened response to the 
collage challenge which coincided with this unusual time in 
Melbourne’s history. 

Indian collage print. Photo by Christine Smith. 

Fearless collages on clothesline. Photo by Christine Smith. 

Folded Indian collage. Photo by Christine Smith. 
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Papermates Postcard Exchange by Letty North.

Papermates Postcard Exchange by Chris Walta. 

Like a flashback, I recalled stepping out of my safe-zone 
in a teacher’s apartment in Andheri West district on the 
outskirts of Mumbai which towered over the edge of a highly 
polluted, black river. On the opposite banks of the river, one 
could observe the slums teeming with humanity and lifeforces 
beating to a different drum. 

As soon as I shut the apartment door behind me, I could 
never anticipate just what I would encounter on any one day. 
Fragments of my world at that time were captured through 
a Western lens and mosquito wire towering seven floors 
above ground level and then, in contrast, encounters were 
documented at ground zero. This was ever fascinating but 
often confronting.

Collage was the perfect means to make sense of some of my 
experiences and feelings at the time. Subjects included: The 
Oshiwara cardboard recycler in slumber in his repurposed 
trolley made from part of an old air-conditioning unit, the 
gas merchant with his hazardous cargo in traffic, “Fearless” 
Colaba Street Art- such a wonderfully evocative and apt title 
for a woman astride her bicycle in the traffic, the overladen 
and brightly painted Goods Carrier trucks, Windermere 
Apartment Painters, barefoot and perched precariously 
on makeshift bamboo scaffolding seen outside the kitchen 
window, Lokhandwala tuk-tuk driver taking rest in the heat of 
the day. But amongst the most compelling images captured 
was that of the dalits ( lowest caste in India also known as 
‘untouchables’) wading up to neck deep in the black estuary: 
a toxic soup of dry-cleaning chemicals and dumping ground 
for urban waste of every description. In juxtaposition, the not 
uncommon sight of a pristine, white ibis floating downstream 
aboard a filthy, discarded mattress remains burnt into the 
memory. 

If only the collage could include smells and sounds, but that’s 
another chapter, I fear!

CHRISTINE SMITH
2015-2019 India Recollections

Christine Smith’s photos show her collages made from 
repurposed Fabindia shopping bags, block - printed 
handmade papers, recycled paper, old drafting paper 
sheets, laser prints, solar prints, natural dyes, handmade inks, 
acrylic paints and wax.
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I arrived a few minutes late and could hear the chattering 
emanating from Gail’s carport the moment I opened my 
car door…and everyone had masks on!! To say that we 
were delighted to be together again is something of an 
understatement and the difficulties encountered by us all 
during the last lockdown seemed to become easier now 
that we were surrounded by friendly faces. 

We all enjoyed a cuppa and Gail’s gluten free chocolate 
cake with luscious butter icing made especially for our 
Editor (who scoffed two pieces during the course of the 
morning). Carole had to be careful that Ruby (her cute 
puppy) didn’t help herself too! 

Our Show and Tell was lively. Antje made numerous 
sun prints using some of her own dyes and paints, with 
leaves and plants she had collected from her garden and 
neighbourhood walks. Many of these had already been 
made into cards and sent to grateful recipients. 

Gail had made a book of sun print samples, with labelling, 
using her inks made from iron bark, avocado pits, rose 
petals, red wine, copper and onion skins, with parsley, 
ferns and other plants. The cling film used over the paper 
and plants created interesting textures and patterns as the 
inks dried. 

Ursula delighted us with her beautifully coloured and 
layered sun prints. The plant outlines and compositions she 
achieved impressed us all, not to mention the scope of her 
experimentation.

Tricia’s embossed sheets of handmade paper were very 
inspiring to see, especially the fish skeleton. After weeks 
of personal artistic block, I could feel my creative juices 
emerging…

YABBERS

JUDITH LAWLER

Sandy, Marie, Leanne, Carole and Judith had tried sun 
prints with varying levels of self-satisfaction. Judith had 
experimented with Japanese maple leaves and her 
oxalis and brown onion inks, but the family of ravens in 
her backyard had other ideas, flying off with the plastic 
and the leaves before her very eyes, leaving her with an 
unremarkable contact print with smudges.  

Jan showed us mugs that she was painting for friends and 
her kindness extended to small cakes she had brought to 
share — the person with the lucky walnut centre was given 
a surprise gift. Christmas had arrived early!

We all left feeling invigorated, very grateful to Gail 
for hosting us and already anticipating our November 
meeting, where we will swap our A7 postcards that 
contain our individual wishes for 2022. This was Antje’s 
wonderful idea and enthusiastically embraced by us all.

Various books were shared:

Make Ink - A Forager’s Guide to Natural Inkmaking by 
Jason Logan
The Wild Dyer - A guide to Natural Dyes & the art of 
Patchwork & Stitch by Abigail Booth
Fragmentation and Repair by Shelley Rhodes  

Yabbers group finally manages to meet up in person. Photo by 
Carole Hampshire.

Rose coffee and fern avocado prints by Gail Stiffe. 
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STABLES 
MOB

CAROLE HAMPSHIRE

Like most papermaking groups and workshops, the Stables 
Mob has been unable to meet in person but has kept in 
touch via Zoom. Zoom was relatively unknown to most 
before the pandemic but is ubiquitous now.

So once again we met virtually and Jenni was first off with 
her beautiful katazome prints. Katazome is a Japanese 
stencil dyeing technique which Jenni had been learning 
from one of her on-line courses. She had used some fine 
organza and cheese cloth for her prints. Jenni is also a 
member of the ‘Handmade Book Club’ and had made a 
book utilising the German flatbed case binding technique 
they demonstrated on-line. She promised to demonstrate 
this technique when we could next meet up in person at the 
Stables.

Antje had produced a lovely long painting of her walk 
along the Warrandyte river; this project was inspired 
by an on-line course with Shelley Rhodes. Other Mob 
members had also followed some of Shelley Rhodes 
tutorials. I recently purchased her inspiring new publication 
‘Fragmentation and Repair’ (Batsford 2021) which is well-
worth a browse.

Antje had also experimented with embossing leaves into her 
handmade paper.
Andrew had been busy too making a large plant pot from 
paper pulp. He is going to waterproof it and use it for one 
of his plants.

Judith had a very comprehensive notebook on natural inks 
and various experiments with different recipes. I too had put 
together a notebook of my natural inks experiments which 
are still on-going, my latest favourite is purple carrot ink.

We are all fervently hoping we can meet up on 3rd 
December at the Stables.

Leaves sunprint by Ursula Simmons. Photo by Judith Lawler.

Fish print by Tricia McGaughey. Photo by Patrick McGaughey.

Floral sunprints by Ursula Simmons. Photo by Judith Lawler.
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Barb’s baskets for bits and bobs. 
Photo by Barb Adams.

Gail uses two doors for her large pieces. Photo by Gail Stiffe.

At one of our Zoom meetings members discussed various 
storage ideas for their papers:

Gail uses two doors for her large pieces.

Barb uses a set of plans drawers for large pieces and 
purpose-built shelves for her handmade books with baskets 
for small bits and pieces.

Christine Smith has inherited her father’s home-built plan 
drawers which formerly housed both his architectural tools, 
drawings and materials, and now Christine’s current paper 
stash.

The telescopic tubes are from travelling expeditions. Delicate 
papers sourced from market places or trades venues, can 
be rolled up and carried as hand luggage or popped into a 
suitcase which has proven very handy. Particularly useful is 
the tube which can be expanded for extra-large sheets.

PAPER  
STORAGE 
IDEAS  
& SOLUTIONS

Bookcase to store handmade 
books. Photo by Barb Adams.

Christine Smith’s desk made by her father. Photo by Christine Smith.

Barb’s storage for large sheets of 
paper. Photo by Barb Adams.

Christine uses tubes for rolled 
sheets. Photo by Christine Smith.


