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GENERAL
MEETING
MINUTES

PAPERMAKERS OF VICTORIA INC.
GENERAL MEETING

HELD VIA ZOOM MEETING
gDUE TO COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS)
ATURDAY 7 AUGUST 2021

PRESENT

Gail Stiffe (In the chair), Bernadette Towan, Andrew Prince,
Anne Gason, Anne Payne, Anne Thoday, Anne Pitkethly,
Annique Goldenberg, Antje Bauer, Barb Adams, Christine
Smith, Christine Tyrer, Jo Peake, Ann Baxter, Jenni Strachan,
Jenny Longley, Judith Lawler, Kathryn Ruddick, Leanne
Poole, Letty Lawrence, Marie Revill, Ruth Scharley, Helen
McPherson, Jan Marinos, Beryl Black, Ruth Ault, Margot
Murphy, Susan McCormack, Carole Hampshire

APOLOGIES

Laraine Peters, Tricia Alexander

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

That the minutes of the meeting held on Saturday 5th June
2021 be confirmed.

Moved Leanne Poole
Carried

Seconded Anne Payne

MATTERS ARISING
Box Hill Community Arts Centre

* BHCAC Regular Hirer Forums, Thursday 17th June, an
apology was tendered for non- PoV attendance.

* Nepalese pulp, Gail Stiffe reported that Yuvraj Sitaula
has 4-5 kg of mitsumata fibre available for $15 kg. It was
decided that PoV would purchase the bark, once we are
out of lockdown, and are able to collect. Fibre could be
divided into smaller lots and sold for the equivalent of
$20/kg or $10,/500gms. Gail reported that all the
previous lokta pulp purchased from Yuvraj had been sold.

* Jamieson Gathering for Members and Partners, Thursday
23 - Sunday 26 September, Only one person has
booked for the weekend to date. Possibility of changing
the date to April 2022, to avoid Covid-19 restrictions was
discussed.

CORRESPONDENCE REPORT
Emails of note

Out: Creative Paper (Burnie), Expression of Interest for
Equipment and Supplies

TREASURER’S REPORT

As per treasurer’s report circulated.

From 1 July — 31 July 2021
Income $2,463.75
Expenses $55.67

Profit $2,408.08

Current membership is 64

That the Financial Report be received:

Moved Jenny Longley  Seconded Antje Bauer

Carried
GENERAL BUSINESS

EXHIBITION

Susan McCormack gave an update on preparations for
the exhibition at Gasworks, delivery of artworks, gallery
staff to install, Barb Adams will coordinate the flotilla
installation, sitting roster completed etc.

WORKSHOPS

Revision of workshop guidelines on website, Leanne
Poole has updated guidelines as follows:

The following rules will apply to the management and
running of PoV organised workshops with the aim of
ensuring that the workshop program is self-supporting.

* These rules may be amended from time to time by the
PoV Committee and will be advised to members in The
Deckle Edge.

* Workshops will be filled on a first come, first served
basis.

* Registrations will close when the maximum number of
participants is reached, or by the advertised closing
date, whichever occurs first.

* A place will be secured when full payment has been
received.

* Waiting lists will be kept for each workshop in case a
place opens up.

* PayPal is the preferred method of payment, followed
by credit card and then Electronic Funds transfer (EFT
can be done either online or at your bank). Details on
the workshop application form.

* Workshop fee will be $80 for members / $110
for non-members for one day work-shops, $160 /
$220 for two-day workshops. Higher fees for longer
or more complex workshops will be advertised. In
the interest of attracting new papermakers, single day
Beginners Papermaking workshops will only be $100
for non-members.

* A materials fee payable to the tutor may also apply,
depending on the workshop, and will be advertised
on the PoV website. If a workshop is cancelled
by PoV, a full refund of fees paid, will be made. If a
participant withdraws their workshop registration
within two weeks of the date of the workshop, there
will be no refund unless a replacement participant can
be found. Withdrawals prior to the two-week mark
will receive a full re-fund.
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* The minimum number of participants will be set to ensure
the workshop is self-supporting, and will cover the cost
of the tutor fee and any other costs associated with running
the workshop. An exception can be made for Beginners
Papermaking workshops, since it is a reasonable
expectation of aftracting new members and allows
them to receive some basic training. It should be ensured,
however, that other workshops for that financial year are
profiting sufficiently to cover any deficiencies in the
Beginners workshop.

* The maximum number of participants is determined by the
tutor, venue and workshop activity.

Current workshop program is available on the PoV website.

STABLES BUNDOORA

No news to report, due to the Stables being closed because
of Covid-19 restrictions.

ZOOM CHATS

Bernadette Towan reported that the Tuesday sessions at 1
pm are very popular. Anne Payne reported that the Thursday
evening sessions have not been as well attended, these
sessions might not be continued in the future.

PLAY DAYS

Bernadette Towan reported that numbers attending have
been declining, maybe due to winter weather. Dates for
the remainder of 2021: Tuesday 21 September and 16
November.

WEBSITE

Barb Adams has put out a request for any photos taken at the
exhibition at Gasworks, to be forwarded to her.

SOCIAL MEDIA

Facebook: 500+ followers; Instagram: 1,500 followers

THE DECKLE EDGE

Contributions for the Spring issue of the newsletter due 1
September. Updates on activities by Papermates, Yabbers
and Stables Mob are welcome.

PAPERMATES

Have been experimenting with the Lumifold process of
scoring paper and then folding it into a flexible form, such
as a lightshade. The process is described in Techniques for
Designers from Sheet to Form by Paul Jackson.

YABBERS

Due to Covid lockdown restrictions, Yabbers have been
mostly socializing on Zoom.

STABLES MOB

Due to Covid lockdown restrictions, participants have not
been able to visit the Stables, instead they have been doing
gelli printing at home.

OTHER BUSINESS

Plant Craft Cottage papermaking equipment donation:
Gail Stiffe visited the Plant Craft Cottage and was given

3 - 4 boxes of assorted papermaking equipment
including sets of moulds & deckles, food dyes, marbling
inks, blender etc. There is also a press, which due to its
weight, hasn’t been collected yet. Equipment is currently
with Gail and will be sorted at a later date, with decisions
to be made on what to keep and to on-sell.

* Comnmittee has discussed the possibility of having a
market day at the Stables, preferably to link in with an
Open Day at Bundoora Park. This would also raise PoV's
profile.

* Ann Baxter has various papermaking items for donation to
the Trading Table.

* Closure of Creative Paper on 1stJuly 2021, Invitation for

Expressions of Interest for Creative Paper Acquisition
issued by Burnie City Council, 8 July 2021

Following discussion with committee members and
Tasmanian PoV members, Helen McPherson submitted an
Expression of Interest for some of the equipment and
supplies listed in the Schedule 1 list.

Items included: moulds and deckles, felts, A3 size
bookbinding press, pressing boards, half a hemp bale,
Creative paper samples, papermaking books, cutting mats
efc. Interest was also expressed in the possible acquisition
of one of the small Hollander beaters, subject to further
information being made available. No financial offers
were made in the expression of interest for the equipment
and supplies, only that if the EOl was successful, PoV
would arrange all transport costs for shipping items to
Melbourne.

MEETING CLOSED 2.02 pm

NEXT MEETING
Saturday 2nd October, 1pm
Zoom meeting

Speaker: Paper Go Round - Paper with Seeds
Helping Hands: Jo Peake, Marie Revill
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AGM
MINUTES

PAPERMAKERS OF VICTORIA INC.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

HELD VIA ZOOM
gDUE TO COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS)
ATURDAY 7 AUGUST 2021

PRESENT

Gail Stiffe (In the chair), Bernadette Towan, Andrew Prince,
Anne Gason, Anne Payne, Anne Thoday, Anne Pitkethly,
Annique Goldenberg, Antje Bauer, Barb Adams, Christine
Smith, Christine Tyrer, Jo Peake, Ann Baxter, Jenni Strachan,
Jenny Longley, Judith Lawler, Kathryn Ruddick, Leanne
Poole, Letty Lawrence, Marie Revill, Ruth Scharley, Helen
McPherson, Jan Marinos, Ruth Ault, Margot Murphy, Susan
McCormack, Carole Hampshire

APOLOGIES

Laraine Peters, Tricia Alexander

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

That the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on
Saturday 1st August 2020 via Zoom meeting (due to
COVID-19 restrictions in Melbourne) be confirmed. Minutes
were published in The Deckle Edge, Volume 32 Number 3,
Spring 2020.
Moved Antje Bauver
Carried

Seconded Barb Adams

ANNUAL REPORT
(Emailed out prior to meeting)

That the Annual Report 2020 - 2021 prepared by the
President on the affairs of the group over the previous 12
months, be received and adopted.

Moved Gail Stiffe President ~ Seconded Jenny Longley
Carried

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

(Emailed out prior to meeting)

Papermakers of Victoria, Profit and Loss Report 2020 -2021.

MEMBERSHIP
Last Financial Year: 64 members

That the Financial Statement for Papermakers of Victoria Inc
for the 12 months ended 30 June 2021, be received and
adopted.

Moved Jenny Longley  Seconded Bernadette Towan
Carried

MEMBERSHIP FEES FOR 2022 - 2023

The Committee recommends that fees for the 12 months
from 1 July 2022 - 30 June 2023 be $35 membership
and Stables fee $20.

Moved Jenny Longley  Seconded Gail Stiffe  Carried
ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS

As there were only the number of nominations received
to fill the positions available, the following persons were
elected:

PRESIDENT Gail Stiffe

VICE PRESIDENT Leanne Poole

SECRETARY & PUBLIC OFFICER Anne Pitkethly
TREASURER Anne Gason

ORDINARY MEMBERS Helen McPherson, Jenni
Strachan, Judith Lawler

Anne Gason, Jenni Strachan and Judith Lawler were
welcomed as new committee members.

Gail thanked retiring committee members Laraine Peters,
Vice President, Jenny Longley, Treasurer and Susan
McCormack, Ordinary Member for their valuable
contribution to the group. Presentations were made to the
retiring committee members.

APPOINTMENT OF NON-COMMITTEE POSITIONS

The following persons volunteered to fill non-committee
positions:

Archive Officer Helen McPherson

Collage Pack Coordinator Ursula Simmons
Christmas Book Swap Beverly Bennett
Exhibition Coordinator Vacant

Librarian Jo Peake

Materials Officer Antje Bauer

Meeting Day Host Tricia Alexander
Membership Coordinator Bernadette Towan
Publicity & Promotion Ruth Ault

Social Media Leanne Poole

Stables Roster Carol Downey

Stables Coordinator Antje Bauer

The Deckle Edge Editor Carole Hampshire
The Deckle Edge Layout & Design Dimity Mapstone
Trading Table Jan Jorgensen

Webmaster Barb Adams

Workshop Coordinator Leanne Poole

Zoom Meeting Coordinators
Bernadette Towan & Anne Payne

LIFE MEMBERSHIP PRESENTATIONS

The Committee invited Barb Adams, Ann Baxter and
Marianne Little to become Honorary Members of
Papermakers of Victoria, for their substantial contributions
to the group over a number of years.

Gail Stiffe, President, made presentation certificates to the
three members.

MEETING CLOSED 1.15 pm
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ANNUAL
REPORT
2020-2021

GAIL STIFFE

In last year’s annual report | said what a year 2020 was,
well 2021 has been similar but we have been able to get
together a little more, at least it feels like that.

We had some great Zoom presentations in the latter half
of 2020 starting with Liz Powell at our AGM in August,
then Winsome Jobling spoke at our October meeting. For
our December meeting we again used Zoom and had

a challenge to make a Christmas hat. We had in person
meetings in February and April and were able to include
Zoom in both sessions for those unable to attend. In April
we had a discussion about photographing and displaying
work for exhibition. Our June meeting was again on
Zoom and we thank Chris Walta and Anne Gason for
demonstrating paper thread making. We were able to
show off the Christmas books at the December meeting,
thank you to Beverly Bennett for once more arranging the
exchange.

We have produced four editions of The Deckle Edge, our
main means of recording our activities and connecting
with our members far and wide. Thank you Carole
Hampshire for doing the editing and Dimity Mapstone
for the clean design and thank you to all the contributors,
please keep it up. Barb Adams has kindly been
managing our website and with her son Geoff has given
the site an overhaul. During the year we opened up the
members gallery area so that visitors to our site can see
what we get up to and consider joining. Since we set up
Instagram and Facebook we have had a steady growth
in the numbers of followers, thanks to Leanne Poole for
maintaining both sites and regularly updating. We have
had a steady flow of new members over the year as a
result of our online presence.

This year our sub groups have grown to three with the
‘Stables Mob’ meeting once a month at our Bundoora
studio. All three groups have managed several in person
meetings, often at the Stables though the Yabbers had to
resort to coffee shop meets for the last two months given
that Covid restrictions meant we couldn’t meet in each
others homes. | would like to thank the Yabbers for the
big clean up at the Stables they undertook in February
and Helen McPherson for maintaining the equipment and

Although we had to cancel two workshops due to
low enrolments this year we have been able to hold
three workshops and have scheduled a popular array
for the second half of the year. Thank you Leanne for
coordinating the workshops.

Given the popularity of the Zoom sessions during
Victoria’s long lockdown we decided to continue with
them on a monthly rotation; thanks go to Bernadette
Towan and Anne Payne for coordinating the day and
evening Zoom sessions.

Thanks to Susan McCormack, we were lucky to secure an
exhibition at the Gasworks Arts Park. Set up is Monday
16 August lockdown willing and it looks like being a
wonderful exhibition with over 60 works. Congratulations
and thanks go to Susan and the exhibition committee and
to all the exhibitors.

| wish a very special thank you to our committee
members - Jenny Longley, Anne Pitkethly, Susan
McCormack , Helen McPherson, Laraine Peters
and Leanne Poole - for your continued support and
commitment to ensuring PoV has a viable future.

GAIL STIFFE

k ;
Isabelle de Borchgrave paper creations shown at AGM.

investigating the purchase of a new beater.
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PRESENTATION

ZONEONE ARTS

Deborah Blakeley of Zoneone Arts gave her presentation via
Zoom. She explained that each month she interviews artists
from around the world on her website. She calls these interviews
‘Current in Conversation’ and interviews artists from different
countries and with vastly different practices. For this presentation
she concentrated on Paper Artists.

She explained her criteria for Paper Artists, those who

use paper for their art such as printmakers, collographers,
photographers, collagraphers. Deborah’s presentation featured
a selection of amazing paper artists.

Isabelle de Borchgrave, Belgium, a costumes artist, researches
paintings of authentic historical costumes then recreates them
with paper so they look like the silk and velvet of the original.
To the eye they give the illusion of fabrics and are dressed with
paper accessories on handmade paper mannequins.

Originally a weaver, Mandy Gunn, Australia, loves to work
and weave with cast-off papers, old phone books, inner tubes
and papers that are readily available.

Luis Acosta, Argenting, a jewellery maker, sources sheets of
paper wherever he travels and uses up to six layers, including
handmade paper for each section of the piece. Modular shape
and colour combinations are a priority.

Recycled paper, corrugated cardboard, boxes and a love for
tissue paper is what Maria Francesca Batzellq, ltaly, uses for
her jewellery.

Under the microscope and biochemistry with the importance of
science is the inspiration for Rogan Brown'’s pieces of delicate art.

Every type of paper is sourced by the artist Peter Clark: pages
from books, paper logos of products, maps, flags and paper he
can’t walk past without buying are used for this artist’s works.

Deborah’s awe-inspiring presentation showed us that paper is not
just something used to write on but lives in a magical world of art.

Visit Zoneone Arts at
http://zoneonearts.com.au/

JENNI STRACHAN

US cocker by Peter Clark.

Paper necklace by Luis Acosta.
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TALKING
PAPER
SPRING

GAIL STIFFE

It is wonderful to welcome the new growth and warmth that
comes with Spring. | hope you are able to get outside and
make some paper. Given that many of us are in lockdown
we have reinstated the weekly Zoom meetings but with

a change. Every second week we have a general chat

and in between we have an artist talk. We started with Liz
Powell and followed up with Jan Coveney. We would like
to continue for the time being so if you have any suggestions
of artists we could call on please contact Leanne Poole
povsocial@gmail.com (You might also consider offering

a session yourself). We are able to offer a stipend to the
selected artist.

Some years ago we purchased cotton aprons and had

a design printed on them. The design was a comedic
drawing by our founding President Dineke Mclean of three
papermakers with their paper. Barb Adams has offered to
arrange purchase of more aprons so if you would like one
please contact Barb webmaster@papermakers.org.au. They
will cost in the vicinity of $25 depending on how many we
order and it will be possible to order and pay through our
website.

Our exhibition has been postponed until May 30 2022
and we have been offered the Angela Robarts-Bird Gallery
in addition to the other spaces for our WATER exhibition in
2022. All members are offered the chance to be part of the
exhibition by submitting one or more A6 size landscape
pieces addressing the theme ‘Flow’. A6 is 1/4 Ad so it is
postcard size.

These will be pinned to one wall in the Angela Robarts-Bird
Gallery. You might like to make one a month between now
and May 2022. Jenni Strachan has offered to collect the
contributions from our meetings, the Stables and by mail.
Request Jenni’s address here papermakersofvictoria@gmail.
com

We need an exhibition convenor to coordinate with the staff
at Gasworks Arts Park. Susan McCormack has done a great
job getting the exhibition to the current state but is unable

to continue. Please contact me at papermakersofvictoria@
gmail.com if you are able to help out.

For our next meeting we have invited Dave from Paper Go
Round https://papergoround.com.au/ to speak to us about
the business that makes paper containing seeds.
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MY ACCIDENTAL
EXHIBITION
AND WHAT

TO DO WITH

KOALA POO!

CECILIA SHARPLEY

In late 2020 | was attending an opening of an exhibition
at our wonderful YAVA gallery here in Healesville. | was
approached by one of our members, Ivan Filsell, whom

| knew from previous conversations about the best lino
for lino-printing. He told me he had reserved a spot for
an exhibition at the MiRa (Marysville Information &
Regional Arts) gallery in a few months time and would |
like to be part of it.

| assumed that he was suggesting the inclusion of a

few of my eucalyptus eco prints to be part of a group
exhibition by the Steels Creek Art Group. | was thrilled to
be included and agreed on the spot.

In early 2021, Ivan phoned to double check that | was
still keen to participate and give me the dates for the
exhibition — two months which included the Easter
period. Purely out of interest, | asked how many of the
group would be participating. “Oh it's not a group
exhibition - it's just you and me”!

“Oh right, that's fine,” said | nonchalantly, while
scrambling around in my pea brain to think if | could
possibly muster sufficient material to fill half an exhibition
gallery.

Thankfully, having decided to not be part of Yarra
Valley Arts Open Studios in 2020, | did have quite a
stock of large eco prints, lamps, journals and scarves.
Although | had been framing some of my larger prints to
sell in Healesville’s Midnight Flowers shop, most of the
exhibition would be of unframed prints which the gallery
were quite happy about.

By some major miracle, the exhibition dodged Covid
lockdowns and opened on 13 March.

Ivan’s part of the exhibition was a collection of his
lino prints, which mostly related to the 2009 bushfires
which devastated our area, and shot Ivan to fame in his



community after, with the help of his grandson, he saved
the precious community hall.

We both spoke briefly about our work at the opening
and following this | was asked to do an expanded artist
talk and demo on an upcoming Saturday. This was
given a great promotion in the local publication The
Triangle, and | was surprised at how many people came
— probably 50,/50 male/female (not many couples
actually).

| had to make several trips to Marysville during the two
months of the exhibition as many of the visitors were from
interstate and wanted to be able to take the artworks
immediately. The large oak framed prints all sold at

the opening, and for the unframed prints | had stitched
slip folders using leathercraft paper so they would be
partially protected from damage.

When | went to collect my unsold artworks after closing
date, | was asked if | would mind leaving quite a number
of them to be sold in their permanent gallery displaying
works from local artists. They later sent me a photo where
all my artwork had been set up beautifully in its own little
corner.

Over several visits, | came to know not only the friendly
staff at MiRa, but other locals. Speaking to Bronwyn,
one of the women who care for the gardens around the
gallery, she mentioned that her daughter worked at a
koala sanctuary. | told her about my adventure years
ago making paper from wombat poo and she offered to
ask her daughter if she could collect some koala poo so |
could try that too.

It was only a week later that Bronwyn phoned to say

that she was dropping off a bucket of koala poo on her
way home to Marysville. It was quite a small bucket, but
certainly enough for a trial run. | let it sit and stew in the
bucket for a couple of weeks before plucking up courage
to think back about my wombat poo fiasco. Following
advice from Tasmania’s roo poo papermaker, | had
cooked it for five hours. | put my cooking pot outside on
a flat rock, which | thought would avoid any unpleasant
smells getting into the house. How wrong | was. The smell
was horrendous, and hung around for many days. Lesson
learned!

This time | placed my stove and cooking pot far away
from the house and left it cooking for the required five
hours. Several times | lifted the lid to stir and squash the
contents against the side of the pot. | was amazed that
there was really no objectionable odour at all. Probably
because koalas only eat eucalyptus leaves.

Cecilia’s permanent corner at her local artists’ gallery. Photo by

Christine Adams of MiRa.

Now you're wanting to know
what the paper was like?
And | have to tell you that

so far | have only made one
small sample. | wanted to see
what it looked like as pure
koala poo paper, and | didn't
think it was at all attractive.

In the next couple of weeks, |
plan to make more sheets of
paper, blending some with
library board, cotton linters
and some with abaca. I'm
happy to consider any other
suggestions.

Example of koala poo paper.

Stay tuned!

CECILIA SHARPLEY
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THE FIRST TEN YEARS
1989-1999

MARIANNE LITTLE

As written by Marianne Little for the introduction to ‘Hands’
a limited edition book featuring the work of twenty-seven
member artists.

Papermakers of Victoria celebrated its tenth anniversary

in 1999.

From the initial handful of people who began the group,
PoV has developed into a highly organised and efficient
body, fulfilling its initial aim: “To provide mutual support
for hand papermakers through the exchange of ideas and
information, discussion and demonstration. To promote
the craft to a wider audience by holding exhibitions and
workshops”.

Over the ten years, PoV has been guided by a dedicated
committee. Both Valda Quick and Gail Stiffe have been
on the committee since 1989. The committee has provided
the group with a diversity of informative, educational

and inspiring programs. Speakers who have addressed
the meetings include international and Australian artists
and papermakers, as well as notable Victorians. These
people have helped us to understand Japanese and
Nepalese papermaking, papermaking and bookbinding
in the USA, casting, printing on handmade paper, the
chemistry of paper as well as many more topics. People
such as Katherine Nix, Jacki Parry, Julia Miller, Penny
Carey Wells, Charles Turner, Beth Salmont, Keith Smith
and Scott McCarney, Dianne Reeves, John Wolseley, and
Asao Shimura have graced our meetings. All the speakers
gave the group valuable and interesting information on
papermaking and paper art, enabling members to keep
abreast of this exciting medium.

Papermakers of Victoria has held nine exhibitions over the
ten years at a range of venues, including Makers Gallery,
Caulfield Arts Centre, Meat Market Craft Centre, Australia
on Collins, Shepparton Art Gallery, and the Access Gallery
at the National Gallery of Victoria.
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These exhibitions have inspired members to develop and
expand their own paper expression. Demonstrations and
displays at locations like Gulf Station, Daylesford, Science
Works, Women’s Weekly Craft Show, the National
Gallery of Victoria, and the Meat Market Craft Centre
have provided a relaxed atmosphere where the public can
see the process of papermaking, ask questions about the
medium and, occasionally, have a hands -on experience.
A number of displays in Council Libraries have allowed
different sections of the public access to paper and paper
crafts.

Other activities undertaken by the group include the annual
collection of members’ papers, the Woolshed weekend
held at the Furphy property, and excursions to the historic
Barwon paper mill and Australian Paper’s mills at Fairfield
and Maryvale. The PoV library has expanded from the
initial donation by Michael Morris to include a wide range
of paper related books and videos, equipment, and slides
of exhibitions held by the group. More recently PoV has
obtained a site on the Internet.

Finally, an area of interest to some members of the group
has been the production of limited edition books. The

first was a fundraiser for the “Book Arts Exhibition” in
1995. Twenty members contributed and ten books were
bound, each with a different binding. Nine books were
auctioned and one copy kept for the library. For the
“Packaged Paper” exhibition in 1998 a limited edition

of fifty catalogues was produced. A rather unusual and
very limited edition book was made to celebrate Helen
McPherson'’s presidency. The theme was ducks, one of
Helen’s passions. A limited edition of a different kind was
the Christmas edition of 1998 when fifteen members each
made a set of six small books. In exchange they received
five different books. One set of fifteen books was kept for
the library.

This limited edition of thirty books is to celebrate ten
wonderful years of Papermakers of Victoria. The theme of
“Hands” was chosen because individual hands were a
feature of PoV's first exhibition, “Save the Deckles” in 1989.

MARIANNE LITTLE
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“Save the Deckles” flyer, 1989.

Hands book cover.

Walking Caterpillar Book by Dineke Mclean. PoV “Limited Edition”, 1995.
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MORE JEANS
ON PAPER*

BARB ADAMS

If you attended Gail’s ‘T-shirts and Jeans Paper’ workshop,
this may be of interest to you.

By now many of you will have made paper from jeans.
Beautiful strong blue paper. You will know that the
preparation of the fibre for beating is important. Cutting the
cotton fabric small, the size of a postage stamp and on the
cross, helps the fibre break down in the beater.

but....

Here is one more idea to try that has worked well for some
of us. The credit goes to Anne Gason who tried it first.

Put your chopped jeans fibre in a laundry bag in your
washing machine next time you do a wash. The fibres

will separate a little ready for soaking and beating at the
Stables. It shortens the beating time.

There is however a precautionary tale from Anne. Make
sure your bag is firmly shut to avoid your washing getting
involved in the process. The filter couldn’t cope this time
and help was required.

And then you can make some paper, and create artworks
with your paper.

Other fabrics can be prepared for beating in the same way
such as linen, cotton, cotton knit.

BARB ADAMS

*EDITOR’S NOTE: For a detailed review of Gail's ‘T-shirts
and Jeans Paper’ workshop see the Winter 2021 edition of
The Deckle Edge p7-9.

Jeans to paper. Photo by Barb Adams.

- i 2
Contemplating jeans fibre. Photo by Barb Adams.

Filter on washing machine blocked. Photos by Anne Gason.
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Paper made from jeans.

Shoes by Beverly Bennett. Photo by Gail Stiffe.

Momagami raincoats. Photo by Anne Gason.

DECKLE EDGE e« SPRING 2021 ¢ PAPERMAKERS OF VICTORIA 13



STABLES MOB

CAROLE HAMPSHIRE

The Stables Mob normally meets once a month on the first
Friday at the Stables, Bundoora. However, we could only
manage one meeting on Friday July 9th, as otherwise we've
been in lockdown.

In fact, we were very lucky to get one meeting! At this
face-to-face meeting we were able to experiment with
mono-printing using the printing press at the Stables. | used
some leaves, gum and skeleton, and some feathers. Others
combined different materials and we had great fun working
out the pros and cons of the printing press. Good results
were achieved once we worked out the pressure needed
for the type of paper and materials added. Then it was time
for a last cup of tea before going our separate ways, little
knowing we would not see each other for months.

However, we have not been idle and have been doing
gel printing at home. | ended up experimenting with
different recipes | found on the internet. Here's the link
to Kim Herringe's recipe: https;//kimherringe.com.au/
printmaking,/ gelatin-plate-printmaking-recipe /

Most of us had acrylic paints although some were a bit old
and dry. | found that adding some Matte Medium to the
colour worked best. | made some prints using gum leaves and
a stencil of Frida Kahlo. Jenni Strachan made several gel prints
with different leaves including ginkgo. Most mob members
had attempted gel printing and it was rewarding to see what
others had achieved. Some examples are shown here.

We discussed in our Zoom meeting what to do next and
settled on some postcard-sized creations on the theme of
‘Flow’; this is to fit in with the theme for the extra gallery
offered by Gasworks for our “Water’ exhibition next year.

Some of us want o make Christmas books for the exchange
this year, these Christmas books need to be a6 size or
smaller and be able to be posted preferably as a letter or
small packet. The theme for this year’s Christmas book is any
interpretation of Christmas! (actually that's always the theme).
The challenge is to keep the books small and flat as they will
probably have to be posted and remember to make seven of
your miniature books so you can keep one yourself.

Stay safe and keep the creative energy flowing.

CAROLE HAMPSHIRE

Feathers print by Carole Hampshire. Photo by Jenni Strachan.

Note: Papermates summary will be back in the next issue.
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Frida collage b
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Gum leaves gelli print by Carole Hampshire.
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YABBERS

CAROLE HAMPSHIRE

A small contingent of the group were able to meet in a coffee
shop in Brighton and then two members (the allowance under
covid rules at the time) went to Judith’s house to combine

the snake book, Nerodia, adding its tale and head ready

to exhibit. Sadly, that was not to be as covid restrictions
tightened in August and we entered another lockdown
(Number 6). This meant that the exhibition was postponed
until May next year! However, this leaves time to fill another
gallery at the Gasworks with more papery creations.

Our next meeting was, therefore, over zoom and we
discussed what to do and what we could do over the next
few months if we were confined to zoom-only meetings.

We set up a monthly schedule as follows:
September - Sun Dyes

October - Embossing

November - Collage

December - hopefully meet in a park to exchange
Christmas cards.

Nerodia snake book. Photo by Gail Stiffe.

As we haven't really done any activities together thinking
that the lockdown would lift, I've included the instructions
for the Solar Painting. Others might like to experiment with
the technique:

SOLAR PAINTING
(instructions supplied by Tricia McGaughey)

THINGS YOU WILL NEED:

¢ Wide shallow dish

Acrylic paint or dye
Paper 110GSM

Spray bottle

brushes

sponges

Plastic wrap

Objects to lay on paper

SOLAR PAINTING STEPS:

O AN -

o

7.

8.
9.

Soak paper

Empty off most of the water

Add paint or dye to page

Arrange obijects/leaves on paper

Cover with plastic wrap, bending and folding to leave
pattern

Setin sun to dry

As the water evaporates it gradually pulls away from
the paper causing patterns to form along the contours
of the objects in the tray.

Do not disturb if possible or colours will mix.

As the surface dries and the pattern ‘sets’ remove the
plastic.

Remove the leaves etc. from paper before they stick
When possible lift paper onto newspaper to dry.

10.Use to decorate book covers.

You could use the remaining pieces for cards or apply to
other art works. The possibilities are endless.
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Leanne sewing Nerodia together. Photo by Judith Lawler.



